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Sir: 


This information disclosure statement is being filed before the 
mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. 

The following information is being disclosed to the Patent and 
Trademark Office as information that may be material to the 
examination of the above-identified patent application. 
Applicants' Attorney is aware of the following references: 


U.S. Patent No. 5,459,763 
International Publication No. WO 99/57573 
International Publication No. WO 00/10028 
International Publication No. WO 98/34164 
European Patent Application No. EP 0 874 248 A2 


Copies of these references are enclosed together with a Form PTO- 
1449. The above-references were cited in a Search Report issued 
in the corresponding EP application (EP 0166051), on September 
11, 2003. 

The filing of this Statement is not to be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made regarding the claimed 
invention (37 C.F.R. §1.97 (g) ) or that no other possible material 
information exists. In addition, the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement is not to be construed to be an admission 
that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered 
to be, material to patentability (37 C.F.R. §1.97(h)). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment for any 
fees associated with this communication or credit any over 
payment to Deposit Account No. 16-1350. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service on the date indicated below as 
first class mail in an envelope address to the Commissioner of 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

Date: Ih^o/n^ Signature: D- fa^Ojld 
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